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THE LUMINOUS HEART OF JONAH S.
A Reading by Gina Nahai
Gina Nahai is a best-selling author, columnist for the Jewish Journal of Greater 
Los Angeles, and emeritus professor of Creative Writing at USC. She is the author 
of several short stories and novels (including Cry of the Peacock ), and her writings 
have appeared in numerous national and international publications. Nahai has won 
the Los Angeles Arts Council Award, the Persian Heritage Foundation’s Award, The 
Simon Rockower Award, and the Phi Kappa Phi Award. 
Tue, September 18 | 11:15 a.m. | Free | Art 214

MULTICULTURALISM AND FEMINIST STRUGGLES
MariNaomi Discusses Her Graphic Memoir  
Turning Japanese
Cartoonist MariNaomi is an award-winning author and illustrator whose works include 
Kiss & Tell: A Romantic Resume, Ages 0 to 22; Turning Japanese; I Thought YOU 
Hated ME; and the Life on Earth trilogy. Her work has appeared in more than 60 print 
publications, and been featured at the Smithsonian, De Young Museum, Cartoon Art 
Museum, Asian Art Museum, and Japanese American Museum. She is the founder 
of the Cartoonists of Color Database and the Queer Cartoonists Database, has toured 
with the literary roadshow Sister Spit, and cohosts the podcast “Ask Bi Grlz” with 
Myriam Gurba. 
Thu, November 1 | 11:15 a.m. | Free | Stromberg Hall (HSS 165)

Public parking is limited during the day at SMC. Please allow extra time when attending events.  
See smc.edu/transportation for parking options.

If you need an accommodation due to a disability to participate in any of these events,  
please contact Stephanie Schlatter at schlatter_stephanie@smc.edu or 310-434-4313,  
at least 5 business days in advance.

The Santa Monica College Associates is a community-based support group that brings 
outstanding speakers, performers, and special events to SMC to enhance student excellence. 
Associates members receive invitations to special receptions and advance notices of lectures. 
Annual Associates memberships are entirely tax-deductible. Call 310-434-4100 or visit  
smc.edu/associates for more information.

Sponsored by the SMC Associates, SMC Global Citizenship, and  
SMC English Department.




